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1 Introduction

This paper deals with the meteor works and the leading
role of Nepal Astronomical Society (NASO) for meteor
astronomy in Nepal. It provides basic insights on how
NASO has been carrying out various activities in the
field of meteor astronomy in Nepal since 2007. NASO
is the first and only group in the country to introduce
meteor astronomy with the greater involvement of the
public through various programs. The first meteor out-
reach was on Perseids during August, 2007 with many
activities: a press release, a talk program and media
talks. By 2010, NASO has acquired a wide range of
observers, including students and the public, from al-
most every corner of the nation. Frequently people ask
when and where the next shower should be looked for
with spectacular views of fireworks in the Nepalese sky.
People mostly recognize the flashes in the sky as fire-
works, and we became aware that people had many su-
perstitious beliefs about meteors from those participat-
ing from the greater public during the observation cam-
paign and group observations in the observers’ home-
towns.

2 Methods

For every major shower, a press release was sent to the
media for better mass coverage of the shower and bet-
ter outreach in the nation. Information was spread to
all Nepalese through radio, FM radio, television, pa-
per media, and electronic media. Shower details were
frequently sent to the media and potential observers.
Details like naked eye observation tips and informa-
tion about the impact of light pollution to the observa-
tion were frequently disseminated among the Nepalese.
Talks, interaction and press meets were often organized
at the Nepal Academy of Science and Technology (NAST)
and at schools in different parts of Nepal. Several ob-
servation campaigns were organized with many individ-
ual events during the time. Also, an astrophotography
workshop was organized for the greater involvement of
the media and the Nepalese people.

3 Conclusion

Meteor astronomy has now emerged as a new field of
astronomy to work for both amateur and professional
astronomers in Nepal. Amateur astronomers are contin-
uously putting forth their hard efforts and trying to col-
laborate with M.Sc. Physics (major cosmology and as-
trophysics) graduates from Tribhuvan University (TU)
and professional astronomers/astrophysicists in Nepal
and abroad for the substantial development of meteor
astronomy in Nepal. People of Nepal are now eager to
know about the date and cause of the showers. People
are now aware of the fact that they don’t need telescopes
for the observations during the peak time. Visual ob-
servation has been famous in Nepal but people acquire
less knowledge from radio and other types of meteor
observations. NASO has been successful in spreading
the enjoyment of meteor observation and its scientific
aspects to the students and public in Nepal. People
are eager to know meteor science but they lack good
skills for professional type observations. Superstitious
meteor-related beliefs are still present in this society.
Even though NASO stresses the scientific aspects, peo-
ple tend to hold onto the superstitious beliefs they had
as they participate in a meteor watch. Collaborative
works should be carried out with highly qualified me-
teor astronomers and for the substantial development
of meteor astronomy in Nepal.
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Figure 2 — Talk programs at NAST hall during the meteor shower. Left: talk on Perseids Meteor Shower 2007. Right:
talk program organized during the Leonids 2009
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